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This Thursday we celebrate the Feast of the 
Ascension. In explaining the mystery of the 
Ascension Pope Francis recently made these 
comments. The Holy Father said that Jesus 
understood that his journey to heaven would 
involve the Cross, and that his raising up on 
the cross  announces his lifting up, via his 
Ascension, into heaven 

Therefore, we too should be clear that in our life there will be sacrifice 
and that sometimes we will be required  to change our plans. The 
Ascension of Jesus actually happened on the Mount of Olives, close to 
the place where he had withdrawn to pray before the Passion in order 
to remain in deep union with the Father: Once again we see that 
prayer gives us the grace to be faithful to God’s plan, to enter into 
those places and experiences which challenge us. 

St Luke tells us that as he ascended Jesus made the priestly gesture of 
blessing, and the disciples certainly expressed their faith with 
prostration, they knelt with bowed heads.   

This is an  important point: Jesus is the one eternal High Priest who 
with his Passion passed through death and the tomb and ascended 
into heaven. He is with God the Father where he intercedes for ever in 
our favour. Jesus always defends us, so we should not be afraid to 
turn to him to ask forgiveness, to ask for a blessing, to ask for mercy! 

Christ opens the path to heaven for us. He is like a guide climbing a 
mountain who, on reaching the summit, pulls us up to him and leads 
us to God. If we entrust our life to him, if we let ourselves be guided 
by him, we are certain to be in safe hands, in the hands of our Saviour, 
of our Advocate. 

St Luke also tells us that having seen Jesus ascending into heaven, the 
Apostles returned to Jerusalem “with great joy.” Obviously there 
would be sorrow at Jesus’ departure but with the gaze of faith the 
Apostles come to a deep  understanding which tells them that 
although the Lord has been removed from their sight, he stays with 
them for ever. He does not abandon them and in the glory of the 
Father he supports them, guides them and intercedes for them. 

At the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, Luke once again draws 
our attention to the Ascension; this event is like the link of the chain 
that connects Jesus’ earthly life to the life of the Church. The 
Ascension does not point to Jesus’ absence, but tells us that he is alive 
in our midst in a new way. Jesus the ascended Lord is present in every 
space and time, close to each one of us. The challenge is for us to be 
close to one another. 
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We Welcome… 
People of All Faiths and Cultures 
Divorced or Separated Persons 
Families with Children 
Those in Loving Relationships 
Those in Difficulty 
Married Couples 
Single Persons 
Those in Recovery 
Travellers from Far and Near 
Widows and Widowers 
Visitors 

We Seek… 
To live the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
To Gather the Community and Tell the Story  
To Sing and Make Music to the Lord 
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup 

We Celebrate… 
Diversity 
A spirit of hospitality 
The unity that God wills 
Enlightening those who seek God 
Reaching out to alienated Catholics 
Reverencing the dignity of each person 
Caring for the needs of the less fortunate 
Empowering Christians to realise their call 
Providing a spiritual oasis 
Honouring an understanding among all faiths 
Nurturing our gifts and sharing them 
 

 

PARISH DIARY – REGULAR EVENTS 

Lectio Divina – Tuesdays during term time  

(Email kjaubert@btinternet.com for details) 

Mother’s Prayers – Wednesdays in the STM Room 10am 
SVP Meetings – 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm 

SVP Outreach – 4th Thursday of the month 8pm  
Good Friends Café - 2nd Saturday of the month 10.30am 

The Parish Office is open Mon, Weds & Fri. 9.30am - 1.30pm 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Pg 273 Acts 15:1-2,22-29  Apoc.21:10-14,22-23, John 14:23-29. 

 
Sat 25 May 10.00 Regnum Christi Mass 

18.30 Janet Bettaccini RIP 
Sun 26 May 10.00 Concha De La Moira RIP 
  11.30 Dorathea Huchting RIP 
  18.30 Ethan – 21st  Birthday 
Mon 27 May 10.30 Private Intention 
Easter feria At the Royal Hospital-Bank Holiday 
Tues 28 May 12.00 Private Intention 
Easter feria 
Wed 29 May Church open for private prayer 
Easter feria 
Thur 30 May 12.00 Barnes & O’Brien Families 
  19.00 Mary McGraths RIP 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD HOLY DAY 
Page 277 Acts1:1-11 Ephesians 1:17-23  Luke 24:46-53 

  12.00 Barnes & O’Brien Families 
  19.00 People of the Parish 
Fri 31 May 12.00 Grace McHugh (GCSE Exams) 

THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Fri. 11 – 11.45am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Sat 17.45 to 18.15 
(Reconciliation at other times by arrangement) 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Pg 281 Acts 7:55-60; Apocalypse 22:1-14  John 17:20-26 

Sat 1 June  

  18.30 Corey -  Birthday 
 

Sun 2 June 10.00 Frankie & Jude Morgan 
  11.30 Diogo Ribeiro RIP 
  18.30 Sheila Marie Domingo RIP 
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish, those who have died 
recently and all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Confirmations  Bishop John Wilson will Confirm our 
Candidates on Friday 31 May at 7pm. There will be an 
official photographer on the evening. Please keep our 
young people in your prayers. They will receive their 
certificates at our  Parish Pizza and Prosecco Event. 

 
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Prayer Novena Is an 
ecumenical Pentecost prayer novena, which invites 
Christians around the world to pray between 
Ascension 30

th
 May and Pentecost Sunday 9

th
 June for 

more people to come to know Jesus Christ, finishing 
with a Beacon Event in Trafalgar Square from 12 noon 
to 6pm on 9

th
 June.  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/trafalgarsquare 

Who cares? Responding to the cry of the Earth  Caritas 

Westminster invites you to an evening of practical 
suggestions for how your parish can respond to the 
environmental crisis. There will be contributions from local  

and national  organisations including CAFOD, CaFE, the 
Felix Project and more. The event will be on Wednesday 
29

th
 May, from 6:30pm-8:30pm, with refreshments from 6pm, 

at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, London, SW1P 1QN. 
To get your free ticket, 
email caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk, call 020 7931 6077, 
or search the event title on Eventbrite. 

Caritas Volunteer Fair – Saturday 8
th

 JuneThe Caritas 

Volunteer Service will be holding its annual Volunteers’ Fair 
showcasing volunteering opportunities from across the 
Diocese. Those attending will have the chance to chat with 
different charities and find out more about their work and the 
roles available and hear talks and testimonials from different 
organisations. The event will be on Saturday 8th June, 
from 1:00-3:00pm, at St Aloysius’ Parish Hall, Phoenix Road, 
Euston, NW1 1TA. To get your free ticket, 
email caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk, call 020 7931 6077, 
or search the event title on Eventbrite 

Sunday 2
nd

 June The Choir of St Mary’s is singing at the 

11.30am Solemn Mass at St. Georges’s Cathedral, 
Southwark.  Please do come along and support us if you are 
able, and do encourage any friends & family who live near 
the Cathedral to attend. There will be no singing at the 11.30 
am Mass in the parish that day. 

 
Mothers’ Prayer Group  Is open to mothers, god-mothers, 

etc. and  meets in the Rectoryin the St Thomas More Room 
on Wednesdays at 10am  Please come and join us and stay 
for a coffee.  We look forward to welcoming you.  For more 
details about the Mother’s Prayers community please visit 
https://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en. 

 
St. Mary’s Senior Parishioners & Residents of St. 
Joseph’s Almhouses Annual Summer Lunch hosted 
by the SVP will take place on Saturday 15

th
 June. A 

sign-up sheet is at the back of the church.  RSVP by 
26

th
 May notifying us of any special assistance or 

dietary requirements. Please notify the Parish Office if 
you find subsequently you cannot attend so that your 
name can be removed. 
 

Parish Pizza and Prosecco Party After the success 
of last year’s event we are delighted to announce that 
we will once again host a Pizza and Prosecco Party on 
Sunday 16

th
 June beginning after the 10am Mass. We 

provide the pizza, cooked in a traditional wood burning 
oven and we ask that you bring along the prosecco. 
Please use the sign up sheets at the back of the 
church so we can get an idea of numbers for catering 
purposes. 

 
 

Chelsea Funeral Directors 

Catholic Funeral Directors of Distinction 
Funerals & Repatriations Worldwide 

260b Fulham Road, SW10 9EL     
  Tel: 020 7352 0008 

 

Elizabeth Street Veterinary Surgeons 
24 Hour Emergency Clinic 

55 Elizabeth Street, Belgravia, SW1 
T: 020 7730 9102 
www.esvc.co.uk 
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